
2004 MARINER

Wine Enthusiast – “93 POINTS”
March 2008

One of the best Bordeaux-style reds in memory from this warm Sonoma County appellation, this blend of all 5
Bordeaux varieties shows wild berry, plum, olive tapenade, spice and dried herb flavor, with tough, slightly rustic
tannins that need time to melt.  Give it until 2009, and should provide pleasure for another 5 or 6 years.  Cellar
Selection.

Wine Spectator – “88 POINTS”
January 31, 2008

Tight, intense and well-structured, with firm dried currant, cedary oak and hints of mocha, sage and loamy earth.
Decant.  Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Malbec, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot.

Decanter – “FOUR STARS”
December 2007

A classic, mouthfilling blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Malbec, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, this wine is a
lovely, complex tapestry of lush fruit, soft tannins and floral aromas.

The Wine News – One of the “Top 10” Proprietary Blends of 2007”
December/January 2007-2008

Embodying the evolution of the winery’s Meritage program, The Mariner is a noble blend of cabernet sauvignon
(46%), merlot (40%), malbec (6%), cabernet franc (5%) and petit verdot (3%) from several of the finest vineyards in
Dry Creek Valley.  Appealing aromas of mocha, light vanilla, black cherry-raspberry and wilted roses.  Ultrasmooth
with medium tannins, the flavors are rich, succulent and nicely concentrated, melding black cherry-cassis fruit, mocha
and subtle white pepper.  An elegant, stylish wine with a subtle, peppery finish.



California Grapevine – “Highly Recommended”
December/January 2007-2008

Medium-dark ruby; initially subdued, tight, herbal, dark berry fruit aroma with notes of vanilla and black pepper;
medium-full to full body; tight, herbal, cedary, toasty, black cherry fruit flavors; full tannin; slightly tart on the finish;
lingering aftertaste.

Connoisseurs’ Guide to California Wine – “88 POINTS”
December 2007

Starting out with a big flourish of ripe briar-tinged fruit and lots of rich oak in the nose, this mouth-filling effort follows
up with similarly rich flavors that are under-lain by ample tannins.

Oliver’s Tasting Time
By Renay Santero
November 2007

Love it!  They did an excellent job on this meritage.  Robust dark fruit with cherry, dark chocolate and dovetailed
tannins.  They caught the quality in their sails with this one and translated it into a graceful glide of a red.  I bet it could
age a decade, but not in my house.

Wilfred Wong, Beverages & More – “92 POINTS”
October 2007

Deep ruby color; attractive and alluring aromas of ripe boysenberries, youthful and fine, excellent depth of fruit;
medium bodied, nicely textured; excellent structure, medium tannins; dry, medium acidity, fine balance; attractive black
fruit flavors, youthful and still just a bit closed-in, excellent concentration of fruit; medium finish, perky aftertaste.

Winereviewonline.com – “89 POINTS”
October 23, 2007

From the first vintage at Dry Creek Vineyard in 1972, under the guidance of founder Dave Stare, the wines have
featured a nautical motif.  Now, to celebrate Dry Creek’s 35th Anniversary, the Sonoma County winery has released
The Mariner, a Meritage blend of the five Bordeaux red varieties, based mainly on Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.  It
has a very deep purple-ruby color and warm choco-berry aroma.  Aged for 25 months in French oak, the flavors are
closed-in with subtle herbal-earthy accents and big tannins.  It’s a little tight now, but this nicely structured wine should
open and expand with a few more years in bottle.

Quarterly Review of Wines
Autumn 2007

This wine shows breed and finesse from beginning to end.  Floral and toasty aromas introduce black raspberry, dark
cherry, brown spice, plum and integrated oak that unite to form a seamless whole – accessible now yet ageable.




